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ROTTERDAM, Jan. 29,.Thls Is tho
ago of rallroads. It promlses also to be
tho ago of canals. Water transportatlon
U stlll cheapor than any other, and tho
European natlous nre doepening thelr
rivers nnd constructlng canala to joln
thelr waterways. It ls only a questlon
of tlme when the United States wlll do
tho samo, and when wo shall havo shlp
canals Jolning some ot tho prlnclpal
paris of our country.

I camc from Antwerp to Rotterdam by
boat bo lea.ru uotnetliing nbout tho canals
Of tho Dutch, and slnco then I havo vls¬
lted thelr wutcrways In the north. Hol¬
land is the canal land ofy tho world. It
has more lnterlor waterways than any
rcglon oxcept the Ynngtse Klang valley
Ebout Blianghnl, Hangchow and 8oooliow.
It Is, all told, only about as blg as Maa-
sachueetta. but If you could stretch its
Bavlgable waterwa-ys out In one stralght
Uno they would caxry you from Now
York to San Franclaco and nlmost bnck
to Chlcago before you got to the end of
them. Thero are ln all about two thou¬
sand mlloa of other waterways, lnclud-
Ing llttle rivers and tho mouths of the
Scholdt and Rhlae, and also the SCuyder
Zeo and,other places where the northern
ocean runs lnto the land.

lndeed, thero ls so much water here
that one of the most Important duUes
¦of the Government la taklng care of It.
Tbe Government haa a department
known as The Waterstaat, and the qucen
has In hor cablnet a mlnlster of wa.ter-
¦ways. Thls department haa somo of the
best of civll engfneers. It has men who
devote themselves to studylng how to
keep tho North Sea from rushlng la and
drowning out the country, for almost one-
h.iif of Holland Ls below tho level of tho
ocean, so that ln some places, the Oshea
outside swim hlgli above the thatched
house roofs. It has mon who are en¬
gaged ln plannlng and buildlng shlp
canals, such aa tho mlghty waterways
whlch connect Amaterdom with tho
ocean, and It haa others who aro 6chem-
lng how to build a gTent dyke across tho
Zuyder Zee to redeem as much land as
b. good-slzed Texas county. whlch, when
redecmed. will be worth hundreds of dol-
Lars an acre.
Thls undertaktng is for a tlme ln abey-

ance, but there la no doubt that lt wlll
eventually bo carrled out. Tho Dtitch
havo done much of such reclamation ln
the paat. About flfty years ago, they
llftod a blllion tons of water out of the
reglon near Ilaarlem, and mado seventy
.quaro mlles of good farmlng land. It
cost them more than a milllon and a
hnlf of dollars, but tho land was worth
it. Jn another place thoy havo redeemod
41,000 acrcs at a cost of about four mil¬
llon dollars and as soon as the work
¦was done. a forolgn syndlcatc ofTered
them COQO.CuM for tho property as a
.whole. Tho Government refusad thls
offer, and eventually got several hundred
thousand dollars more than lt cost to
mako the lmprovement.
As to tlio Zuyder Zeo scheme, this ls a

higser one than any that has yet beon
vndcrtaken. It ls estimated that it wlll
cost over $75,000,000. but it wlll result in
tho reclamation of a vast tract of land.
Tho work wlll take thirty-three years
and the taxr-.s on the land rccovered wlll
thon brlng In 14,000,000 a year to the Gov¬
ernment, maklng the matter a good
long-tlme lnvestment. At present. the
Government is ofrald of lt, and although
a.11 the plans have been comploted, no
fork has been actually done.

IN THE I8LA.NDS OF ZEBLAND.
Have you ever heard of Zeeland? It ls

Uie southwestern provlnce of Holland,
aons'.stlng of tlie Scheldt and the Maas,
formed by the allt brought down by these
pvers. The most of the provlnce iso be¬
low aea leVol, belng protected agalnst
the ocean by mlghty dykos. It was
through this provlnce that I came from-
A,ntwerp to Rotterdam on the llttle
iteamboat Tolegraf III,
As I rode down the Scheldt I passed

lhe Kroonland of our own Amerlcan llne
movlng up with a cargo from New York
for Antwerp, and a llttle later on came
ln slght of the dykes. Near tho Dutch
boundary the rlvor '.a walled with stono
held botwoen ptles. We rodo hlgli above
tho rest of the country, and could see the
roofs of the barns nnd houses even with
the top> of tho dykos. On tho opposlte
slde the trecs showed out llke bushea
over tho wall whlch extonded on and on
.up the rlvor as far as our eyes could
reach. We passed the great forts thnt
guard thlijontranco to Europe, and went
on thr&ugjfi a flat country on the edge
of the sea. At times wo could see th<*
fields beyond the walls with tha cattle
fcedlng upon them. Long llncs of trees
mi-'«-ed out the road whlch ree-med tn
"be ''ching over tho landseape, maklng
me \ 't of Macbetb's words comlng to
Duns. ie.

V BIG DUTCH CANAL.
We sr >n left the Scheldt and passlng

through locks came Into the canal of
South Bovolnnd. Thls is one of tho larg-
est canols of southern Holland. It is
wlde and hlgh ba'nkod, and so stralghtthat the tugs and barges whlch flll lt
grow amaller and smaller and flnallyblock the canal In the dlstnnce.
The locks aro old fashlonod. They aremoved by hand by qunlnt old Dutchmon

in caps. roundabouts and fat pantaloons.At every lock Dutch glrls brou&.'.. outfruit and knlckknacks to sell to the pas*sengers. They were pretty glrls and Illked thelr qunlnt costumos. They woreahort- skirts, white clogs and black etock-lnge. Se^ral had on brlght vasta nndtwo had horns of gold over each of thelr
eyes. tho horns twlstod around in theBhnpe of a minlature old fashloned bedspring. Three others had gold or -sllverhelmets f.ttod tlght to thelr hands. show¬
lng out through thelr lace oaps. Thevlarghed as wo doalt with thum, but in*varlnbly got the best of the bnricaln
HOfRSE-POWER. MAN-POWER AND

STEAM.
Most of the craft of thls canal ln car*

rlod along by tugs, although some barg
es are pulled by men and women nndothers by horsos. So far but llttle eieo
trlclty haa been applied to those oanala,although thls matter Is serlously consld-
ered by the Dutch, At every few slnpsalonp the wny ar» pnsts for tying tho
lioats and we now and then passed boats
at nnclior,
Loavlng tho South Bcreland canal wr

entered the Oostor Scheldt, a r.ort ot
branch of the sea, and then werit on be*
tween' the Islands of Du.-veland and Tho-
lon Into the Maue canal. Tho waters of
?lie Oostor Solieldt are wlde and spottodwltli laktnds. We paased many aalllngoraft and now and then wont by a tugtawln«T great barges. With the glasj \vc
.culA Me achoola of black aeals on the

mind flats, and frtrfher uack hundroda of
Holsteln cattle lylng out In the sun.
Wo cntorod the Hollandlsche Dlcp and

then tho canals and mouths of tha Maan,
now going by vlilages on tho bnnks, and
now soclng tho socond atorlen of other
v.llago houaea whlch woro apparentlylooklng over tho dykes and watchlng us
«o by. j

AMONG TI1E BOAT PEOPLE.
Tlie Dutch cannls are almost as thlckly

populated as the waterways of Chlna
R.-ery barge wo passed hnd Ita family
upon lt, an evldenco of tho thousands
of Dutch fdmlllea whlch llvo and dlo uponboata. IJablea are born upon them, nnd
many havo no other homes. Wo ficquont*
ly aaw chlldren irottlng up and down
the roofs of tho barges wlthln slx lnches
of drownlng, and now and then a llttle
one tlod with a ropc to the mast. On
many of the boats tho women woro cook-
Ing; on somo thoy wero hariglng out the
washlng, nnd on one a llttle Dutch girl
held up her doll ba-by and laughod ,i» we
went by.
Every vlllngo along tho canal had Its

own boats tled to tho banks, nnd the
largcr towns wero cut up by canals so
that boats from the main canals could
bo taken Into them by means of locks.
Wo stopped for a tlmo at Dordrecht,

whlch '.n the mlddle nges was ono of the
rlchest of all tho Dutch cltles. It had
palacea at that tlme, and its bulldlngs
now are medleval and qualnt to an ex-
trcmo. Just bclow the clty thero is a
lumber yard at which barges of Amcrl-
can lumber were unloadlng. I notcd the
name of tho flrm. It was Dubbledam,
an evldence that the lumber mon of Hol¬
land can conipcto ln profanity with our
men at home.
Tv many places aiong these canals there

wero dredges at work. and here and
there we saw the ojcers of the Watdr-
staat superlntendlng tho bulldlng of new
embankments. The canals aro almost
everywh^re walled with stones, the slzc
of your two fists. and as I looked at
them the enormou* work that must have
taken to make 2.C00 mlles of such canals
cama to me. There are no stones In Hol¬
land. Every pebble has to be brought In
frtym other countries. and every one of
those stones was lald by hand. Each one
took a part of a man's llfe to put It in its
place, so that In reallty the Ilyeg of geno-
ratlons ha>ve been rwaUowod up by these
canal banks.
You have all heard of the windmllls of

Holland? They are to bo seen every-
where. Along Bom« of the c.-.nals thero
are hundreds of them. They spot the
farms and you see them on the edge ot
tho towns .where they grlnd flour, saw
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lumber and do all aorts of thlngs. They
elvo a great charrn to the landaoapo. They
look so allve tha-t 1 don't wonder that
r>on Quixote took ono for a giint and

vranted to flght hlm. These mllls are all

old. anrl it muse havo cost many mllllona
of. dollars to bulld thom. Thelr day. how-

ever. la post, anrl but few new ones aro

building. The gas englne and the steam

engino have taken thelr placoa. and we

may yet have a Holland wlthout vvlnd-
mllls. ,

Holland has made Its shlp cannls pay
-well. Amsterdam has the North Sea
Canal. whlch ls about flfteon mlles long,
runnhifr acrosa the country from Amster¬
dam to tho ocean. It ls thirty feet deep
and has two onormous locks wlilch pro¬
tect It from tlie North Sea at hlgh tldo.
I took a ride along It a week ago and tn-
apected the breakwaters at Its entrance.
Tho work ls well dono, but the locks do
not compare wlth those of the Sault Sto.
Marle between L,ake Suporlor and Lalce
Huron. Tho canal cost about 5ld.OO0.000,
of whlch ono fourth was pald by tha snlo
ot tho reclalmed land, which brought an

averaga price of almost ?50O an acro.

Thls to-wn of Rotterdam ls n clty of
cannls and canallzed rlvers. The mass
has been so drodged tliat lt now permits
tho largost of ocean ships to como lnto
Rotterdam. and tho connectlons with the
Rhlne and other pavts of Europe are such
that thls clty has become ono of the chlef
ports on the ermtinent. It is 0110 of our

principal gateways for northern Buropo,
surpasfiing Antwerp In Its importatlons
of Amerlcan products. Antwerp, as far
as thefigures go, has tlie greater tonnago,
but much of Ita tonnngo ls made up of
ships whlch merely touch there, whllo
thnt ot Rottordam ls composed of ships
whlch tako on and discliargo carga,
Rottordam hns about half as much shlp-
plng ns Hamburg nnd about one-third
that of Llverpool or London. Tlio shlp--
plng ls steiullly lncrcaslng, and'lt now
comprises llnos to all parls of tho world.
In 1900 thero woro about (WO ships from
tha United States. Thls ls not one-tentli
of tha whole number thnt oamo hero. but
thoy carrlad almost ona-thlrd of the car-
go that ye-ar. Tlio chlef of thoso
ships aro thoso of the Holland-Ainerlcnn
llne, whlch go from Rottordam dlrect to
New York, and havo beon dolng ao slnce
1000. Theso ships are flrat-class passon
gor stoamcrs, somo of them belng l'.'.OM)tons and over.
Rottordam ls our gato to tho niiinn nnd

to tho enormoua country trlbulary to lt,
Our gooils aro hero Iransshlppod into tho
huge barges, from 200 to 300 feot long, lnwhlch they aro carrled up tho Rhlne. Tlie
rlyar frelghts aro oxcoedlngly low and tlieRhlne trade |a cnormous. About ono-lmlfof all tho goods that corne Into Hollandgo through Rotterdnni up tho z.-alno to

and France, tho mimber of rlver shipsand boata which carry them belng aomn-thlna; lllto 110,000 annually. Thore nrocaimia conncotilne tho JUilno with tho

Bolnc! and tho Elbo, Tho barges go aa far
north nf, unflRf.| all(* ROnlo or them aro
taieon ,,p lhft jjn|n t0 t,)fl rjam-ue, 80 that
Rotterdam Ib actuatly tho eentor polnt of
a. network of waterways whlch embracesnimost all contral Europe.TiJ'Pw" ROTTHMDAM BOOMH,
glven \Zulrl of th0 Rhlnc traa* ha»

inc? ?.-" J'v,11/ ^rco-. u la "teadily increas¬lng Its shpplng facllltlos. It hns bullt
nndCro(y!afnMr,w7,hlch !f ,ovor * ">"« »¦«ho? i^ifl1 wl,d0' nnd llnB another har-
hn JV.° 522.of. (,°»!»\'-tictlon whlch wlllno ^,000 feet long, 1,000 feet wlde andtwcnty-slx feet deep. when the pr"a-2^L .mProva«lcjita a.ro comploted Hotter-dnrn wlll have twonty-flvo mllea of nuayn.It has already over twenty mlles andmore than thtrty-two ncres of Mieris andwnrehouaoa for Its ocean slilpplng. Thlsnll belongs to thn munlclpalltv. Tho cltvhir. /?# ,"p cH&y "SSI! warieH whlchwlll llft from l.nOO to f/.OOO nounds eachand lt line hyrlraullc coal llfls whlch wlll
move 300 ton*4 of coal per hour at a costof four cents per ton. ln cvery respectLhe shlpplrig fncllltles nre of tho best.BltF CANAL SCIIEMES.

I nm surprlfied nt the work thn Euro*
peans aro doing In maklng canals. Ihavo been pretty well over the contlnent
wlthln lhe past few years, Nearly every
country Is Improvlng its waterways. Rus-
sia Is plannlng a canal from 8t. Peters¬
burg nnd the Bnltlc to tho Black Sea,
whlch wlll be thlrty feet deep and able
to accotnmodato tho largost of the ocean
steamers. The canal system wlll prob-
nbly bo extond-ed ovontually to the
Northern ocean, ao that t.he wholo coun¬
try wlll be accesslblo by water. Tho
chief rivora of Russla nre already con-
nected by canals, and It Is posslble to go
from St. Pctorsborg to tho Casplan sea
by boat.
Germnny has for yeara neen spondlng an

enormous amount on doepening its riv¬
ers and bulldlng canals. and it has one
of the best canal systems of /Kurope.
Coocls can be taken from Hamburg to
Ileriin and almost to tho eources or tho
Elbe by boat. There are caruils eonnect-
Inp tho Elbo and tlio Oder, and the canal
whlch has beon bullt to joln t.he coal and
Iron reglons about Dortmund to the
North sea wlll eventually be extended to
embraco the Rhlne, tho Wescr and tho
Elbe. /
Tho Gcrmans want to standardlze their

canal system, If posslble, so that barges
carrylng a thousand tons can be taken
to any part of tho country. They use
wlde barges on tlie prlnclple that It Is
eosler to mako x wlde canal than a deep
Ol.e.
At present tha canals of eastern Ger-
many seem to bo favored over those of
tlie west, the port of Stettln complaln-
Ing that tlie Prussian Government wlll
not givo lt the canal facllltlos whlch lt
needs to compete with Hamburg. ' It is
much nearer and naturally more a.ccessl-
ble to Berlln than any ot the ports of the
west, but so far tha western ports are
gettinar the trade.
As lt Is now Hamburg .handles about

one-balf of all the comeree of G«$r-
many, and goods can bo shlnped from
there up the Elbo as far as Prague in
Bohomla.
You can go bv boat from Rotterdam

to the Rhlno ana by canal to Paris. You
can also go to Vfeima by way of the
Rhlne. the Maln and the canals lnto the
Danube and thence on to the Black *«ea.
or you enn connect by canals with other
rivers w.hlch wlll take you to almost anv
part of nortbf>rn Europe. Among the
canals prolectod are some connectlng the

Elbe wlth tho Danubo and also the Oder
and tlie Vlstula wlth Uiat river, so that
In tlie future It wlll bo posslblo to send
our goods to almost any part of Europeby water.

>

Not a Remote Possibility.
"WouJdn't lt make the Republican party

tlred lf Grover Cleveland should be elect-
ed Presldent for the thlrd time?.Mem-
phls Coinmercial-Appeal. »»

^ A Lurking Suspicion.
Tlvero are thoso of us who very much

suspect thnt Hon. Hoke Smlth Ib at
least the first nsslstant englneer of Uie
Parker movoment In theso parts.
-m

His Americanism.
Aguinaldo shows hls advanco in our

requlrements of civlllzatlon by asklng
for an approprlation. "The old flag and
an approprlation" ls dlstlnctlvely Amerl¬
can..ilontgomery Advertlser.

Neck and All.
Another,' eminent colored stalesman

from T^xas, known as "Gooso Neck
Bill" McDonnld, ls on" the way to VCash-
lngton to adviso wlth the Prealdent on
southorn affalrs. notcs an exohange.
Some Texas Congrossmen ought to lend
Blll a sooonn-tiand dress sult nnd let hlm
wado right Into Whlto Houso soolety. His
color ls all right..Atlanta Journal.

ia Wb

MANUFACTURTCR OF

ls one of tne groatest healors of tho
Sick on eiartli. Cure3 nll diseases or no
charge. I cure all dlsensos that aro
known to tho human race, or no charge,
no mattor what your dlsease,. slckness
or nflllotlon. may be, and restoro you to
perfect henlth. I cure tho followlng dls-
easos: Heart Diseaso, Consumptlon,
Blood, Kidney, Liver, Wadder, Btrlcture,
Plles In any form. Vertlgo, Qulnsy, Soro
Thoat, Lungs, Dyspopsla, .'Indlgestlop,
Constlpatlon, Rlioutnatlsni ln uny form,
Pnlns nntl Aehos of any klnd, Cnlds,
'Hronchlnl Troubles, Snrcs, Skin Pisonsea,
all ltchlng sensa tlons, nll Jfemnlo Com-
plaliits, Ijii Qrlppe or Pneumnnla, Ulcors,
Curbunelca, Bolls, Cnncer, tho worst
I'onn.-i wlthout tno two of knlfe or lnstru-
ments; Kcssema, Plmples on face or body;
Dlabetcs of Kldnuys or Brlght's D!seaa«
of tho Kldncya. I enro any dlsrnse, no
mattor of what. nuluro. All Vonorunl dls-
oascs n speclnlty. Mrdli'lno sent to nny
address by expreas. Por full pnrticulara
send t t-wo-dont stamp fir apswer, No,
m West Broad Street, Rlehmond, Va.

V

The Potomae, maklng a. sweeplng bend
porth-ward, and thon an cqually dotor-
mlaed curve 'southwnrd. somo flfty mlles
bolow Washington, forms a long, polntcd
neck of land on -tho Virginia slde. Tho
Boll of thls portion of the State. ln rlch
and fertlle. and, ln Anta-Bollum days,
wns dlvlded lnto Inrgo and prosperous
plantaUoni. constltutlng, as la nsoal ln
the Old Domlnlon, a. distlnct communl*
ty, with Its own pecullarltles and Its
own partlcular name.
Chotniik. as tlils suction wu3, and, far

aught I know. ls called, had Its proper
share of lndivldual distlnclioriB. lt waa
celobrated for Its llne corn crops, and Its
rlch wheat flelds, but more especially for
its unrivalled mlht-b«3ds. Strajigors who
vlslted tho hoapitxblo home of its donl-
zens, crushod the fragrant plant benoath
thelr feet, as they fasteued thelr horses
to tho old-fashlonod racks. In thoso days
a person who was mimis a mtnt-bed, or
short of the natural and tlmc-honored
accessorles of that herb, would havo
beon pretty certain of 60dn,l ostroraclsm
at the hands of Chotankers.
Although so near tho Capital Clty,

Chotank was n dlatinctlvely rural com-
munlty. and, although dlatinctlvely rural
ln dress, tnannera, and spcech. It was
aggresslvoly arlBtocratlc. Thero were
few among them who dld nnt elaim de-
scent from the blue-blooded Cavallers,
who were Knlghts of tho Horseshoe.
and he who could not trace hls own pedl-
gree, and that of hls horso back to mme
mythical perlod, "whereof tho memory
of man runneth not to the contrary."
was rcgarded as a proper object of sus-
piclon.
Among the Chotarkers who claimed

the hlghest bred men. women and hraes,
wero the Dades. As Thomas Dade, com-
monly caflled "Torm." who was the
wcalthlest head of tho most unadultera-
ted 'branch of the Clan, sald at a famlly
reunlon. speaklng with a sparkllng Julep
In hand. "Here's to the Dades.before
Adam was. wo are." Which sentiment
was universally drank with great gusto.
"Torm' was a typlcal planter of the old

days. Round-faced, jovlal-featured, and
portly, with a hlgh temper, and an auto-
cratlo wlll, he carrled thlngs with a hlgh
hand. Only two people had ever been
found on hls plantation with sufflcient
hnrdihood to contradlct hlm. Ono of
these waa hla only Bister, Ellen, and tho
other, hls body-servant, Dave, Ellen'a
audaclty was due party to the persist-
ent system of spolling to which Torm
had subjected her durlng chlldhood, and

partly to tho fact that she was hls own
slster, ln polnt of temporarnont. Davo's
was duo to the fact that Torm honestlybelioved he was tlie only nlgger ln Vir¬
glnia who could composo a julep proper-ly, and Davo's own knowledgo of thla
coavlctlon. In the matter of Juleps, Davo
was as autocratic as Torm hlmself, leav-
lng hla rhasler only tho prlvllege of plck-
Ing tho mlnt. As was natural, Tom waa
popular. Ha kept open house. and boast-
ed the best brandy and tho flnost fox-
hounds In Tldewater Virglnia,
"By G- slr!" he was ln the hablt

of saylng, "That spotted bltch, Muslc.
wlll run a fox to hell, but what sho'll
have hlm.' Upon whloh Davo, who waa
a leadlntj exhorter. would obsorvo, "Jes*
Usften. to dat now! When dat olo fox
houn' Satten dono run you dar, who
gwlno mlx yo' Juleps?'
But, at the tlme I wrlte of. all Cho-

tank was a-icjulver wlth excllement, and
the Dade contlnsent was at fever heat.
Ellen had encouraged the attentlona of

Buck Peyton, a rlsins young lawyer at
tho county seat, ajid Tora had forblddon
him the house. Peyton's pedlgree was
beyond reproach, even ln Chotank. and
hls prospects were as brlght as thoso of
any man in the Northern Neck, but he
had had the mlsfortune to repreient nn
heredltftry enemy of the Dades, a few
years beforo ln a caso Involvlng the tltlo
to certaln land ln Passapatanzy to whloh
Torm lald clalm. What waa worse, ho
had won the case, aud Torm, wlth the
usual prejudlce of a cholerlo autocrat,
had regarded him as a personal enemy
ever slnce.
Peyton and Ellen, however had met

frequently at the houses ot mutual
frlends, and thelr ncqualntanco, fanned
perhapa by Torni's hostlllty, had soon
rlpenod Into a warmor feoling.
Whon Ellen, seatcd on Torm's kneo one

evenlng, announced to hlm wlth her
usual audaclous nonchalance, thnt sho
had beon proposed to by Buck Poyton,
and hnd ncreptod hlm, a stormy aceno
ensued. After havlng boen threatcnoU
wlth an apoplecllc nt, Torm asscrted hls
prerogntlvo ns nearest of kln and guar-
dlan, and forbado tho proposed union In
lorms wlilch my rellglon forhlds mo to
chronlcle. Ellen, with hor riueenly Ilttla
hond tlirown back. and her brown oyes
rhishlng."for nll U« worl' lelc dat Vlxen
o'liern," aa Davo sald, declarod her ln-
tentlon oC marrylng tlio man of hor
cholce, In the face of all tho oppoaltlon
ln tha world.

"I'll shoot the puppy!' rnarod Torm. "If
you do, i'll Miont you," repllccl hls splrlt-
ocl ulstor-, ln a lon^ whlch Implleil slie
nieant wh'nt sho sald.
Torm marehed out Into tho blff hnll,

aluintnlng tlie door vlolcntly.ordored nn
oxira strong Jiilep. and cursed Davo with
palnstuklng and ornato vorboslly, as ho
invpured it.
"Poro Qawd, Marso Torm!" oxposlu-

lated Pavo. "You know dat aln' no way
to 'spre.-ia yo'se'f to do I^iwd's 'nlnt-
ed." "Tho Lorda anolntod!" ahoutod
Torm. "You black-sklnned son of tho

iffi RESURRECTION OF TORM. -

A LEGEND OF CHOTANK.
By C. CONWA^f BAKER.

dovll! And, here. If I over catch you
carrylng a. note or a mossagn betwoon
Noll and that scotmdrel Peyto-n, 3*11
cowhlde you from hero to Ma.ttb.los'
Polnt."
"a'poso Mlsa Ellen givo me one to

cyar'," sald Davo, "What I gwlno do?"
A vlgorous klck sont hlm flylng out of
the back door, with such momentum that
he landed In a sittlng poaturo by one of
the ceilnr wlndows. "Namo o' Oawd
Davo!" exclalmed hlH wlfo Mandy. rush-
Ing from tho arch to tho wlndow aforo-
sald. "Is you dono kllt yo'so'tT "No,"
he rojolned, but "I'so dor.e bln klcked
apeeohless. I 'clar* 'fore Gnwd, Marse
Torm's win'n a harrycane. 'Twlx' hlm
an" Mlss Ellen, I done como up thoo'
much trlhorlashun, an' dono wash my
robos ln de blood o' de sheop. Man,<>
Torm boun' for torment. nufny."
And, with this plenslng reflcctlon, he

crcpt back In tho hall, and solaccd 1)
fcU with a tremendoua pull at tho brandy
bottle.
Tho noxt morning, Buck Peyton, es In

duty bound, rodo over to Panorsuna,
Torm's placo, to formally ask hls con-
sent Knowlng Torm's teraper. Buck dld
not antlolpate Any pleasant reception;
but ho was not tho man to ahlrk any
duty, however unpleosant. and there waa
a very detormlned set to hls shoulders as
be loped hls blg bay up to the outor gate.
To his surprise, Dave. who was staud-

Ing just insldc tho gate, did not offer to
opon lt for hlm.
"Open tho gate, Dave," he sald. "I want

to see Mr. Dade. Ia he at homo?"
"Don." go ln dar, Marse Buck, don" go

ln dax! Dar's do devll to pay at Pan-
nirammare to-day," answered Dave.
"Open. tho gate, you black raacal," said

tho young lawyer Impatlently. "Do you
auppose 1 am ofrald of tho devll?"
This waa Dave's opportunlty. Havlng

mixed slx Julepa for tne perturbed Torm
that mornlng, and taken os many pulla
of the stralght artlcle hlmself, he was In
a pecullarly religious frame of mlnd.
"Now je3' hear dat" ho groaned. "Marse
Buck, you ev'ry blt ln graln ez bad ez
Marse Torm he'se'f, whar Is 'llvered lnto
de han's uv de "stroyer. Bela' a chld o*
Gawd myse'f.*.."
"Opan that' gate," exclalmod Buck,

"And stop that rot, you drttnken-"
"Drunk!" snorted tho negro, "DrunkJ"
Fore Gawd, I aln seen a drap sence
Gawd..
"Oh Jesus, Marse Buck!" ha yelled,
dodglng the young lawyer'» ridlng-whtp.
"Hcre's a note Miss Nell tolo me to
glve you."
Buck read the not, sittlng there on hls

horse, with the early June sunshlne fall-
lng on hls manly form and handsome, In-
tellectual face. It gave a short account
of the manner In whloh Torm had re¬
celved the news ot thelr eng-agement,
and urged hlm not to come to Pa.nora.mu
untll things had quleted somewtaat.
It concluded with an assurance of lov-

lng fldellty, and a cheerful declaratlon
that the writer had never fatled to get
hor way with her guaxdlan, ln the end.
Buck smlled at thls, remomborlng the
pretty, Imperous ways of hls lady-love.
Nothing ls ever a secret long ln a

nelghborhood llke Chotank, where every-
r.eighborhood llke Chotank, where wxdd
body is everybody else's cousln, more or
less removed, and, so, as I have sald,
Chotank was tn a fever ot excitement.
Torm fllled the house with tho heav-

lest drlnkors, fastest rlders and most
per8lstent poker-players of hls acqualnt-
nnce. and Ellen sulked and pouted.
Dave was mlxing juleps, and, on the sly,
drlnklng them, untll Mandy , predlcted
"Manla a potu," and threatened to have
him "churohed."
Buck Peyton practiced hls professlon,

and lived as usual, cheered by occaslon-
al glimpeas of hls dlvlnity, at Lamb's
Creek Church, where Torm, re-enforced
by hls tunld llttlo wife, guarded her like
a soldler on duty.
It was a battle of two strong wllls at

Panorama ln tihose days, and-Ellen grew
thln and pale, whlle Torm's waistcoat ln-
oreosed In clrcumference, and hls nose
bocame llke unto tbe rlsing sun. He and
Dave waged wordy war from early morn
to dewy evo, and tho latter, under tha
Influence of his protracted potat'ions, be¬
came pious to a wierd and awful degree.
Ho had Just assured the scornful Mandy
that he had attained spiritual perfectl-
bllity, when Torm after an' unusually
stormy scene with Ellen. was selzed with
a flt, durlng whlch he dled,
The doctor, belng hastlly sumnioned,

pronounced it apoplexy. and declared
that nothing elso oould have been ex¬
pected from Torm's convlvlal liablts and
cholorlc tomperament.
Torm's mammy came up from the far

quarters, bewalllng the death of "her
boy," and she and Mandy shrouded hlm
for burlal, and bore hlm, with Dave's
help. down the long, narrow passage way
to what was .known aa tha "West
rooms." Panorama was a large, square,
brlck house, flanked on elther slde by a
narrow brlck passage, leadlng to a square
ofnce-llke, two story, structure, contaln-
Ing two upper and two lower rooms.
These wings wero known as tho "East"
and "West" rooms. In the further ot
the "West rooms," poor Torm was lald
In stato, te awalt hls burlal. His sudden
death was a terrlblo shock to Ellen.
coming as it dld, Just after an angry al-
tercatlon, but the girl. who was full of
natlve nobility of character, smothered
her own grlof, and souglit to adminl.ster
consolatlon to his lymphatlc llttlo wife.
But the llttle woman turned upon her
like a fury, and poured out a torrent oe
hot reproaches upon her, accuslng hor of
belng hls murderer.
Surprlsed and shocked at thls exhlbi-

tlon of splrlt ln ono whom she had long
regarded ns more of a lay ftgure than
anythlng else; and full of that vague nnd
rcasonless remorso and self-repronch we
all feel more or less, when suddenly part-
ed by death from ono whom wo lovo;
but with whom we have been angry.
Ellen waudered oft to tho old nursery la
the upper part of the West wlng. nnd,
arter houra of frultless grief and weep-
lng. dropped lnto a deep, dreamless sloop.
About thls tlme, George Grlnies, Dick
Hunter, Bob Cleve, and two othor young
men, lntlmnte frlends of tho departed
Torm, ,arrlved for tlio purpose, ns was
usual ln those days, of "sittlng up" wltb.
the body of the deceaued.
Dave. solemnly nnd dignlfiedly drunk,

escorto dthem to the "West rooms," and
pulced choirs and lounges for them In tho
room noxt ulio one lu whlch hls lato
master lay In state. Aftor tho usual look
nt tlio deceaued, theso gentlemen took
thelr sents In the adjolnlng room, and the
old durltoy, havlng delivered a powerful
and impreaslve homily on the unct-rtaln-
ty of llfo, and tha certnlnty of death,
wlndlng up. with nn assurance that
"Mni-sr TomNwiia now ln Cllory," took hls
cleparture, \
Tha usunl sllcnco fell upon tho groun.

whlch fnlU jipon any crowd of men loft
together under slmllnr clrcunistnncos.
Then It wns bt-oken by George Grimea
retnarklng, In a Varo fully subdued tone,
that Torm wns an "extra good fellow,"
and thla opened tho way for a nerlet of
luudtitory aiiecdotos rogardlng hlm; asa
farmor. hunter, nolghbor, nnd last, but
not least, poker-plnycr. At laat, when
tho stock of cloc.uonce wna exhausted,'
aud a dull, heav/ silenco Oireateued to
envelope theni, Bob Clwo oleared hls
thront, nnd reiniu'kod:
"Look hcro, gentlemen, thls ls a aad,

dull bustnoas, elt'.lug up with the corpso
of our dopartod frlend. Wo all know
what a d., I mean, what a fine fellow

ho waa. No man onjoyed a qulet, soclal
game of draw moro than he dld, nnd no
ono over played a finer hand. I teol suro
that lf ho woro llviner. ho would ho In for
a gamo to-«wght, and, as I sald, It's or.
rathor a dull busdnosa thla, and er.I I
roally don't thlnk ho would ta.ko lt tho,
least amJss, If he could know It, If wo
wera to p-uw tho tlmo wlth a llttlo gamo
of dollar llmlt"
"Very True,'' returned Orlmes. "but

whero 13 tho deck to como from? Wo
can't ask for lt very well." Cleve looked
n llttlo shooplsh. "Well, you sno," ho
rnld, rathor hcsltatlngly. "I er.know.
that la, I happea to havo a stray deck
wlth mo."
In spito of the solomnlty of tho occa-

slon, n. fow furtrve amllcs passed betwoon
hls companlori; but, novertholess. ln a
low moments, they wero gatherod around
tho table, and decp ln the mysterles of
tholr favorite amusement. So absorbotl
dld Torm'a frlends becomo that thoy lost
slght of tho fact that thoy wero sup-
posed to bo watchlng tho corpse, nnd
In short, forgot all about tho passage of
tlmo ltsolf. In fact, tlio flrst bcojns of
tho mornlng sun wero stenllng through
tho shuttera when Bob Clev sprang to
hls feet and raked hla winnlngs lnto his
pockot.
"By tho holy pokcrs, gentlomen!" ho

oxclalmed, "Wo've ovordone thls thlng;
Blow tliat lamp out, Grlmes. whllo I step
Into the next room to see how poor Torm
la gottlng on."
But, ln a rnornent, he came back, hls

usually mddy-face aa whlto as tho wall.
"Great God!" he atuttered. "Ho's gono!"
"Gone!" echoed tho others, aprlnglng to
thelr foot.
"What'do you mean?"
"Tormt" Torm!" he gasped, "The

corpeol It'a gono," Wlth ono accord,
they rushed lnto tho adjolnlng roora.
Suro enough, tho corpso had dlsap-

pearedl
They stood thero In sllence for a.mo-

ment, gazlng from ono to the other wlth
whlto, gullty facos. At last, Dlck Hunter
spoke.
"Well. I'll be d.d!" ho sald.
At thls moment, Dava appoared Ia tho

open doorway.
Whon he saw thelr white facea, and tho

emjrty bod, hls own skln becamo ashy,
and hls knees smote togethar.
'"W*.whar Marse Torm?" ho gasped.

"Davo," eald Georgo Grimes, and hla
volce quavered. "Dave. oe's gono!
What does it mean, gentlemon?" ho con-
tlniied. appoallng to tho others, who
only gazed at him blankly in roply.
"Sonaebody dono stolo Marse Tom, body

an* soul," crled Davo ln a torrlfled whls-
per. "Twuz Satten, fnr sho'. I done tolo
hlm."-
"Shut up, you black scoundrel!" sald

Clevo.
"Supposo ha wasn't dead after all," aug-

gested Grimes eagerly.
Dave's dusky face brlghtened. "Dar

now!" he crlod. "Fore Gawdl" I b'lleva
you. dono struclc It, Marso George!''
Then, glanclng at tho clock, ho ex-
clalmed, "Ef Marso Torm aln dead, I
lenows whar he ls.
"Foller me." And he dashod out of tho

door, foltowed by the excitod men, one
of whom unconsclously upset a candlo as
he woat
Dave led them rapldly acroas the lawn,

in tho direotlon of an old brlck laimdry.
Behlnd thls wns tha Panorama mlnt-

bed, and knee deep ln the fragrant horb,
stood tho redoubtablo Torm, a little pa-
ler than usual, but wlth a Jovial smlle
on his face, and enough mlnt in hls hands
to make Juleps for a weok. Wuere'upon,
Dlck Hunter sald agaln, "Well, I'll bo

"You seo frlends," sald Torm» "That
fit of raino dldn't prove so fatal aa that
tnfernal sawbonos, Mltchell thought. I
just went off lnto some klnd or trance.
at any rate, I dldn't know anythlng un¬
tll about half an hour ago. *. came
to myself, l found myself sowed up In
thls domned nlght-gown, "fltrtlng tho
tall of hls shroud contemptuously, "with
candles burning at my head and feet. At
flrst, I dldn't know what to inako ot It,
but it gradually camo to me that I had
been lald out for burlal. Bcgad! lt sent
gooso plmples up my spino at flrst, and
I was about to roar out for Dave, whan
I heard volcea ln tho next room. Thlnks
I to myself, "I'll flnd out how my frlends
are bearlng my untlmely end; so I aroso
and crept to tho door and pceped ln on
ye."
At thls polnt, thero wero evldenco of

confuslon on the part of hls hearers.
Tom lau£hed.
"Never mlnd!" he sald reassuringly

"Gad! I should havo dono tho llke myself.
Well, aa the sun was nearly up, and l
had no deslre to disturb that last Jack
Fot.I could see Grimos held an ace full.
I slipped out of the wlndow, and camo
down hero as I do every mornlng, after
mlnt."
Hls frlends crowded around him wlth

raptuoua oongratulation.s. whilo Dave.
the flrst effects of hls Joy at hls master's
restoratlon, havlng subslded, wa3 In-
cllned to Improvo ,tho occaslon by a plouaexhortatlon.
" 'Fore Gawd, JIarso Torm," ho sald.

"Ef you aln" de hendes' man I uvor
aoa!" Hero you is jes' 'scaped torment.
an' glttln" mlnt fer juleps. Yqu drter bo
down on yo' norror bones, '"turnln"
thanks."
"Go to the devll!" vdclforated hla mas-

ter. "Tako thls mlnt, you black scoun¬
drel, and m!x us our Juleps qulck, or I'll
skln you allve."
Dave took tho fragrant herb with a

look of plous horror, and dtsappeared
around the laundry, ln tho directlon of
tha manslon. Aa Torm nnd hls compan--
lons were prcparlng to follow hlm, ho re-
appeared howovor, hls eyes bulglng wlth
terror,
"Fore Gawd, Marse Tortn!" he yelled.

"De W03' room's aflre!"
It was indeed so. It wlll be remem-

(
bcTod that ln thelr hurrled exlt from tlio
supposed chamber of death. one of tho
gentlomcn upset a candle. Thls had fal-
len agalnst a ehect, wlilch, blazlng up,liad set firo to tho bed. By the tlmo
Dnve thereforc, dlscovercd tho flro, tho
wholo of the two lower rooms, and a
portloa of tho ono-story passagewnyleadlng to tho maln building, was in'
llftmcs. It wlll also bo remembered thatEllen was, at the tlme tho nre began,asleop ln one of tha upper rooms.
She had not awakenod untll lt waa too

lato ror her to escape, and now, as tho
resurrected Torm and hls frlends rushed
a'cross tho lawn, sho appoarod, whlto and
frlghtencd. at one of tho uppor wlndows.But, other eyes, moro lovlng oven than
Torm's, had osplod her also, otiri oro theyhad covered Iialf tlio dlstange between
tlie laundry and tho West wlng, a man
on a large bay liorso shot by them Uko
tho wlnd,
It was Buck Peyton. Ellon sa.w hlm.

and as hls voto© rang out words of cau-
tlon and oncouragenient, her shrlll
acroanis of torror ceascd. and sho becamo
qulot and calm, although, tho Ilamos
woro. by tl)ls time, burstlng through tho
floors ar.rt door-wuya of tho upper rooina.
Buck sprang from hls liorso era tho

anlnuU had woll sla'.kened ipeed, and hls
qulck, kcon eyos took ln tlio porll.i and.
cliancea ot tho sltuatlon In a momont,
Froni tho window to the ground waa a

sheer daacont of twenty feet, and thoro
waa no Inclcler, or other means of ns-
cendlng, except a slouder llghtulng rod,riuiutnjr ugaluat the ohliAney. whlch pro-
Joctl-ig lnto tho rooma of the West wlng.
wns.ylush with tho outor wa.ll. At tha
polutJ whero tlio ttwer atory ended, an*
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tho upper ono began, was a narrow
ledge. the width of the tblckncss of one
brlck. Selzing tho .Ughtnlng rod, Buck
who was strong and active. soon asceod-
ed to thls ledge.
Then, grasplng the rod with one hand,

and placling hls feet carefully on the
ledge. ho awung hlmself areund, until he
waa able to grasp tho frame of the open
wlndow with hls other hand. Ho then
let go the rod, and worked hlmself slowly
and cautlously along tho ledga untll he
was oppoelte the wlndow. ln another
moraent, ho was In tho room, and held
Ellen in hls arras.
But thero was no tlme to ba lost ln en*>

dcaVments. Already, the flames tmX
smoko were fllllng the room, and the pro*-
blem stlll remained to be solved as to
how Ellen was to safely roach the ground,
Buck's mlnd. howovor, was used to qulctt
and active work. In an Instant,' h.e had
dragged the qullt3, blankets and sheets
from the bed, and waa tearlng and knot-
tmg them flrmly together. Ono end of
this Improvlsed cable, he fastened flrmly
tindeT the arms, and around the body ot
the terrlfied, but now sllent girl, and. by
tho tlme Torm and hls .frlends had ar-
rtved under the wlndow, he waa swlng-
lng her over the sill. Ellen was no feath-
er welght, and, with the flames 3corch-
ing, and the smoke bllndlng hlm, lt was
no easy task to lowcr her safely lnto the)
eager arms, waiting to racelve her, but
pluck and strengta accompllshed it. and
then Buck swung hlmself over the smoh-
Ing wlndow-slll and dropped to the
ground, with only a brulsed knae to show
for hls exertlans. What. between .-a
terror and tho confuslon ef the occa¬
slon, and her amazemont at belagclo*rp»
ed ln the arms of Torm's ghostly flgure,
Ellen, for the flrst tlme ln her hoalthy
young llfe, falnted, and waa carrled to
the maln house.
In hbe meanttmo, the negroes had eoma

pourlng from the house and quarteTS, and
by the use of water, and rlpping the
shlngles off tho root o-f the paesageway,
succceded In saving the remalnder of tha
mansion. The success of thelr efforts In
thls dlrectlon was due chlefly to thepree-
enco of mlnd and promptness of Buck
Peyton, who worked llke a Trojon.
Torm, danclng around ln hls shroud

like Banquo's ghost, watched his cool,
busineas-llke and energetlc movementa
with mixed feellngs. At ono moment. he
was prepared to resant hls efforts as an
Impertlnent interference with hls own
concerns. and he was obstlnate enough to
hate to glve ln, evon in the face of death.
danger and flre. Stlll, in his own pecu-
Iiar manner, he was very fond of Ellen,
and had felt tho recent estrangement
more than he would have acknowledged
to any llvlng man. Next to Ellon, Panr»-
rnmo house was the very prlde and joy
of hls existence, and now as he turned'
hls eyes upon the major portion of the
fine old plle, standlng uninjured. lUst
flery eyes became suspldously molst.
Moreover, A close acquaintance with,

chlll-handed death wlll havo a softenlng
Influence on the most stubborn ot us,
let us say what wo wlll to the contrary.
Whllo theso confllctingr feellngs were

raglng ln hls breeetf" he^had not opened
his ilps, except to swear.at a negro froin_
tlmo to tlme. ...
Now, that all danger was past, Buck,

whoso prlde was' erSryy whlt eq.ua! to
Dade's, turned awiiy and Ilmped over to
his horse. Torm siarted after hlm.
pauaed, heaitated, swore under hla
broath, and then blurted out:
"I say Peyton, stop and have a julepl"
A julep was the Chotank oltve-bronch,

os Peyton well know, but be -was too
wlse a ma-n to do more than accompany
Dade and hls frlends ln sllenoo to tho
house. All tho same, his well-scorcheq'
faco glowed cxultantly, and he drank hl<
Julep with a gusto and rollsh whlch
ralsed hlm to such a pitch ln Torm'*
oplnion that he insisted'on his going to a
room, and havlng his burns treated by.
Aunt Easter.
Ijater, when to use Dave's expresslor*

"Dee wuz all clothed an' in dea rlgh\
mine," Torm arose at the foot df th<
brealtfast table, and llfted a brimnilnrf
bea-ker, emerald-'crowned.
"My fiiends." he said. "I-am an obatU

r.».te'man; it runs In the Dade blood.
But, when a fellow has been as near
death as I havo been, and when my
house and, my1 slster have been saved to
me. by one man, I consider lt tlme to
knock undor to that mon. I drlnk to tha
health of my slster Nell and Mr. Buck
Peyton, her future husband."
Ellen's fire-flushod cheeks took on an

extra tlngo ot rod. and Peyton'* hand-
Fome face glowed, ns the toast wns drunk
with enthuslasm. As Dave passed tne
plates of steamlng oysters, Grlmes nakedt
"Dave, how ln the world dld you flnd *¦

out whoro Torm, was thls morning aa
quick?"
Dave grlnned a drunken grin of prldot

"Gawd! Mai-so George. I Jea' reason dat
out, 'cordln' to theology."
"Theology!" snorted hii master, "Do

you know what theology means?" To
whlch questlon Dave retorted in ftno
scorn. "Know? 'Course I knows. 'Taln*
nothin.' 'tall but mothor wit."
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